
The Christmas 
Message 2018.  
A bit late you may say 
but the usual flood of 
preparations and 
activities got in the way, 
so this is being 
composed on a very full 
stomach of a delicious 
feast that was a couple 
of days in preparation 
and which we shared 
with some 10 local 
guests while being looked after by four of our loyal staff. Above, on 20th Dec after the Staff Braai they 
are in receipt of the hand-made mirrors created by Marie that they had all been envying. Their 
personal gift was drawn by a lottery to avoid envy but they were all pretty happy with their choice 
as you can see.  
On the far left is Petros who has now retired after a bout of ill health, as has Whiteman (blue cap) 
who reached 60 during the month. That was a miracle after his TB which we had diagnosed, but 
which did not stop him smoking! 
 
The year has seen two extensive trips to Cheltenham with a series of talks for various organisations 
to keep the Rorke’s Drift name on the map. It has been great to catch most of the family members 
during those times. The Hotel year started with the drama of The Siege which we do not want to 
repeat, with its negative effects on our business level. With the headlines of the Cape Town water 
crisis (not unexpected with a 10-fold increase in population over 20 years and no additional water 
supplies), the wonderful British summer and the Brexit effect we could have been totally empty but 
that was not the case and our new accommodation came into its own by allowing us to pitch for 
groups which seems the way that tourism in SA is headed. Competitive establishments are changing 
hands or closing down so we plan to keep a straight bat and keep doing what our guests seem to 
like. 
 
Water remains topical and problematic. Early in the year we decided to use our grey water from the 
effluent digester to grow vegetables and below you can see our new garden in August and 
December. 

We do not live by vegetables alone 
and two other wet items have been 
keeping the team busy. With the 
Buffalo River right below us we took 
the opportunity to exercise our 
extraction option while it was at its 
low winter level. A pump was 
installed and piped the 200m to a new 
pair of storage tanks by the gate. Pool 
filter technology seemed within our 
grasp (rather than RO, from the 
experts) and that is now in operation 
as a back-up to our faithful bore-hole. 
Solar hot water formed a part of the 
second accommodation Fort project 

and the circulation and timing happens by a programmable controller. ‘Never been known to fail’ 
was not quite good enough for a crack of thunder and some other mishaps. You can’t beat a couple 
of switches and manual intervention. 



It seems an omission not to mention the solar heated pool that now has reached 28degC on this 
Christmas Day. 
 
The new feature in our main building is our piano, now 
playing in tune and giving pleasure to those wishing to 
play it and the rest of us who enjoy listening. Since its 
manufacture in 1893 it has been used and abused and 
required considerable tlc to perform. Armed with the 
right App and some tools, I am now able to tune it. It is 
in keeping with our retro features (no wifi) and works 
during power cuts. 
 
 
The views below show how our garden has come along, and a bus nestling in our car park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As 2019 looms we prepare for the 140th anniversary of the battles hearabouts on 22nd January with 
commemorative events for a complete week. In the middle is our football match where we will have 
a British Army team playing in the red strip of the Rorke’s Drift Redcoats against the local Zulu 
Zebras. Tensions may run high! 
 
With every best wish for the festive holiday season and for the forthcoming year from: 
 

   the Old Man    Boxing Day 2018  
 


